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OUT AND ABOUT

What locals have to say
about the Martumili Exhibition
at the Courthouse Gallery

“The whole outlook of the gallery is great! It is
great to see local artist's work hung in such a
wonderful gallery. The works in the Martumili
exhibition are so bright and detailed, love to
see more in the coming future.’Ada Hanson,
Hedland

“There is a spirit about them, you can feel
that emanating from the paintings"Shona
Earnest, Tom Price

“The artists should be proud of their art
work, | am very proud of them. The art works
are unique and the colours and patterns
absolutely sing to me. | would love to own
them all'” Jennifer Allis, Tom Price

LOCAL ARTIST PROFILE

Farewell Kathy!

Last month the Hedland arts community
farewelled one of its favourite daughters,
Kathy Donnelly, who has headed interstate.

A passionate member of the Hedland arts
community, Kathy is most well known for

her vivacious, outgoing and inspiring nature.
Apart from being an accomplished artist and
teacher, Kathy was a tireless campaigner for
encouraging everyone to pursue or dabble in
some form of artistic expression. Especially
David Hooper, along time member of the local

arts community, winner of the 2007 Hedland

Art Award and friend of Kathy's notes:

“Its with not a little sadness that | say
goodbye to Kathy. Many of you have heard
me say that it was she who encouraged me
to paint with a purpose. | had just won a very
small award at the Hedland Art Awards, but
it was Kathy’s encouragement and positive
comments that really inspired me to really get
going. NEVER underestimate the power of a
kind word, an encouraging comment — you
don’t know where it might go! | feel privileged
that she is taking away with her one of the
paintings from my rst Australian exhibition,
an exhibition that wouldn't have happened
without her!

Kathy, I'm going to miss you heaps!”
Farewell Kathy and good luck in your future
endeavours, Hedland will miss you!

Mem Fox comes to Hedland

e Courthouse

Gallery is thrilled to

present Mem Fox,

one of Australia’s
most highly regarded
children’s authors, of books
such as the much loved
Possum Magic, Wombat
Divine and A Particular
Cow, to Hedland on the 8th
and 9th of May.

Mem will be visiting Port Hedland to
conduct seminars on the importance
of, and strategies to address, early
childhood literacy. She is a tireless
campaigner and this country’s seminal
authority on the subject. These
seminars will be conducted over two
sessions, with the ticket price covering
both sessions.

Mem travels all over the world
consulting with many different
organisations on literacy, and to
have such a well known and loved
personality travel to the Pilbara is a
fantastic windfall for the community.

The importance of promoting

early childhood literacy cannot be
understated. It is one of the most
essential life skills that we acquire
as children, and unfortunately a
child with poor literacy skills can be
disadvantaged for life.

Through the Write in the Pilbara
Program, the Gallery is proud to

signing at the Gallery from 4.00pm

to 5.00pm, followed by a two course
dinner and seminar at the All Seasons
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm that evening.
For more information on what Mem will
be covering in these sessions please
see the advertisement on this page.

On both Thursday the 8th and

Friday the 9th of May, Mem will be
support the Pilbara’s wonderful signing books for her many fans at
teachers (and of course parents and  the Gallery from 3.00pm to 4.00pm
caregivers) in their quest to ensure that— €veryone is welcome so bring along

children in the Pilbara receive the best Your favourite Mem book to get it
possible start in life. personally inscribed. If you don’'t have

any of Mem’s work, now is the time to

Mem arrives in Hedland on Thursday a1t your collection as the Gallery has
the 8th May and heads straight to the 4 7| range of her works in store.

Gallery to commence the Teachers o _
Professional Development session ~ Places are limited — tickets are

Left to right, from top: Martumili artists and participants at Saturdays Return to Country sessions; Andre Veder of BHP Billiton Iron Ore; Kumpaya Girgiba (with Abe
gives the group the story behind her work; Gabrielle Sullivan with the Martumili Artists speaking at the opening night; Martumili Artists; Abel Yallabah with

Sue Davenport with Camile Simpson; Minyawe Miller; Rosie Williams and Muni Rita Simpson with one of her works; Yanjami (Peter Rowlands) with one of |
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Hedland inspired by Martumili Artists

years commenced the telling of their
stories through art making.

to meet and talk to artists and the artist
immensely enjoyed the opportunity to
share stories about their art.

For their part, the Artists were excited
about the event, and eager to talk to
guests about their art and their stories.

During the speeches, excited to sharé 1 Marty History and Archive Project
their story and wanting to thank everyone i, gy hrought along an artist database
for the night, the artists took turns in which was installed in the main gallery
addressing the crowd. and available for visitors to use for the
duration of the exhibition. This databas

ast Friday night the
Gallery hosted a
massive party to
elcome Martumili
artists and their gorgeous
exhibition to Hedland. Nearly
400 community members

This exhibition is a collection of stunning
new works from the Martumili Artists of
the Western Desert, from Country that
spans the Great Sandy, Little Sandy and
Gibson Deserts in Western Australia’'s

remote east Pilbara region. Guests left energized, artists inspired,

one is all about the teachers, with their With Mem, a two course meal
development series concluding over a With non alcoholic beverages,
two course dinner and seminar at the &fternoon tea and book signings.

All Seasons from 7.30pm to 9.30pm  Flease contact the Gallery
later on that evening. Manager on (08) 9173 1064 or

' ' mail@courthousegallery.com.au
On Friday the 9th of May, Mem will o hook your place before Friday,

turned up to celebrate the
opening night and mingle with
the artists; the Gallery was a
buzz with activity as guests
gathered around conversation
provoking pictures.

The Exhibition was supported by art
works from the children of Parnngurr
Community School and Rawa School
Kunawarritji, which were also on display.
The children’s art work was immensely
popular, nearly selling out on the night

with a sense of community, inspired by
the art that is occurring in our relative
back yard that is the Western Desert

As part of the Exhibition, the Gallery
hosted a Return to Country session
on the following day, facilitated by the

provides a further resource, particularly
teachers who wish to bring their class t
the Gallery as part of a school excursic

The Martumili exhibition will be on shov
at the Gallery until 9 June, so please
come by and view these wonderful

with 100% of the proceeds from the Karninyinpa Jukurpa — Martu History and works if you have not already done so.

sales of the children’s works went directly prchive Project. This was was a more laid Visit our current exhibitions and
back to the schools. back affair with 60 community members news page on our website at
attending an informal session where the www.courthousegallery.com.au for
artists spoke about the importance of more information on the artists, and

also be addressing parents, caregivers 2nd May.
and the general public over a two

part series. Session one commences

with a casual afternoon tea and book

Guests marvelled in the splashes
of vivid colour on the white Gallery
walls, brushings of deep reds, ochres, The Gallery and guests were privileged
oranges, blues and greens, all depicting and excited to have 12 of the artists

Session One: My Life and Literacy

of tea and her favourite chocolate fudge!
Courthouse Gallery, 4-5pm :

Thursday 8th May: Teacher’s Professional
Development o

Friday 9th May: General Public & Parents
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The Courthouse Gallery invites you to meet

As part of the Courthouse Gallery’s Write in the Pilbara
Program, one of Australia’s most-loved children’s author,
Mem Fox, will be visiting Port Hedland to conduct sessions
on the importance of — and strategies to address — early
childhood literacy.

Join Mem for a chat about how her life ar{dJoin Mem for a gourmet two-course mea] Get your favourite Mem Fox book
background have in uenced her theory ardas she discusses phonics and where they personally signed at the Courthouse!
practice as a literacy campaigner over a eugo and don't tin literacy.

the collective and individual stories of  attend the opening night, travelling from
the Martu, who have only in recent as far away as Punmu and Parnngurr.

returning to country as part of their art to check out the pictures from the
making. This was a unique opportunity  opening night party!

Sublime new hand-crafted Jewellery has arrived in the West End!

Fancy sporting the latest jewellery design as featured in Vogue and Elle?

Visit our oasis at the Courthouse Gallery to purchase these simply elegant new pieces
by Pip Keane — funky, contemporary, clean-cut earrings & necklaces. They come complete
with branded fabric pocket for safe keeping or stylish gift giving, complimentary gift box

and wrapping make it a hassle free gift for a loved one — or yourself!

Session Two: Phokissing on Fonix Book Signing

o Everyone welcome — full range of Mem'’s
All Seasons Hotel, 7.30-9.30pm * books in store at the Gallery!

Thursday 8th May: Teacher’s Professional Tickets are $80 and include two sessions
Development ° with Mem, a two course meal with non-
Friday 9th May: General Public & Parentg alcoholic beverages, afternoon tea and bopk
signings. Please contact the Gallery Manager

. at mail@courthousegallery.com.au or on por t

: fosbrve your fickets, o 2 ey o hedl and
courthouse
gal |l ery
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